
The Alphabet Baroque Club is an outgrowth of the highly successful A to Zed concert series. The 

ABC is composed of dedicated and serious musicians who believe that beautiful, moving and 

profound music can be rehearsed while laughing hard and eating well. The same holds true for 

silly, light hearted, and just plain fun music.  

 

Our program today is "All Over the Map", literally and figuratively.  There are pieces from the 

14th to the 18th century, from North and South America, and Europe. There are composers from 

the USA, Peru, Ireland, Scotland, England, Italy, Spain, France, and Germany.  And, we jump 

from continent to continent, from century to century, at times, even, from instrument to instrument. 

We will, however, not jump off the stage. We think. 

 

Manuel Blasco was a composer active in Quito, Ecuador. This little composition was written for a 

pair of "chirimias", a type of oboe.  The Folias Gallegas, or Gallician Follies, comes from the 

Saldívar Codex, a "guitar book" written by Spanish composer Santiago de Murcia. Murcia is 

thought to have spent some time in Mexico, where the codex was later found. The Bayle de 

danzantes is from the Codex Martinez Compañón, c. 1787-1785, which is a collection of 1411 

watercolors and 20 musical scores, gathered by Bishop Baltasar Jaime Martínez Campañón to 

describe and document the life in his diocese in Trujillo, Peru. Our thanks to Tom Zajac for 

finding and arranging these pieces. 

 

A century and a half earlier, in 1553, and back in Spanish ruled Naples, Toledo born Diego Ortiz 

was writing his Trattados de glosas, or 'treatise on the ornamentation of cadences and other types 

of passages in viols.' It is the first printed book on ornamentation for a bowed instrument. This 

Recercarda is from the second volume.  Yet earlier, in the beginning of the 14th century, the 

Códice de canto polifonico, or Codex Huelgas, was compiled at the Las Huelgas convent, possibly 

for the use of the nuns. 

 

G.B Fontana, born in Brescia, Italy was an early composer of abstract (as opposed to dance) music 

for the violin. He died in Padova during a plague. That is about all that is known of him. The 

Sonata Seconda is in several connected sections, and alternates more rhythmic music with free 

form and sometimes rapturous writing. 

 

Antoine Forqueray was a French viola da gamba virtuoso, and chamber musician for Louis XIV. 

Forqueray was known for his dramatic and devilish playing. Despite an unhappy marriage, he was 

accompanied in recitals by his wife, until their permanent separation in 1710. His Pieces de viole 

were published by son posthumously, the same son he earlier sent to prison and had exiled by 

letter de cachet. It is possible that La Buisson refers to Michel Mousnier Bouisson, who was 

Procureur au Parlement. 

 

Our Celtic venture takes us to Turlough O'Carolan the blind Irish harper. He wandered about the 

countryside on his horse, and often wrote a tune in honor of his patrons. O'Carolan wrote in both a 

more ancient Gaelic style, and in a modern European style. These three tunes are taken from The 

Hibernian Muse (London 18th c.), where they were printed as the tune over a figured bass. James 

Oswald was a Scottish composer who wrote both in the modern Style Galant, and in a traditional 



Scottish style. In 1761 he was appointed chamber composer to George III of England. Jumping the 

pond again, Wm Billings was one of the first American choral composers. He was a largely self 

taught musician. This anthem seemed appropriate to ABC because it proclaims: "the folds shall be 

full of sheep & the valleys shall stand so thick with corn that they shall laugh and sing!" 

 

The early English violin music was strong on dance, and on the art of the variation. John 

Playford's Division Violin is a collection of variations, with divisions (ornamentation that is 

derived from dividing up the beats into smaller parts), and contains some of the most technically 

advanced English violin music of the 17th century, although most remain in the first position. This 

particular division is ascribed to no particular composer.  

 

Dietrich Buxtehude was a highly regarded and influential composer and organist at the 

Marienkirche, Lübeck.  His exact place of birth is unknown, but his father was organist at 

Helsingborg, then part of Denmark, so for the purpose of being all over the map, we will consider 

him as Danish. Although some consider his organ works to be his most important, we in the ABC 

are more than partial to his sonatas for violin and viola da gamba. 

 


